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Micheal Ray Richardson banned from play
By Mike Olinger

**■*» Worta

and Associated Press
New
Jersey
Nets
guard
Micheal Ray Richardson was
permanently banned from play
ing in the National Basketball
Association Tuesday after testing
positive for cocaine, Commis
sioner David Stern said.
Stern called it “a tragic day
for Micheal Ray Richardson,
nothing less than the destruction
by cocaine of a once-flourishing
career.”
A player who is disqualified is
eligible for reinstatement in two
years.
“However, the reinstatement is
not automatic,” Stem said, "In
order to be reinstated, it must be
approved by both the NBA and
the Players Association."

Micheal Ray Richardson

Richardson played his college
ball at the University of Mon
tana from 1974 to 1978, where
he held the school scoring record
until it was broken recently by
Larry Krystkowiak.
“It’s very unfortunate he got
into that type of trap and

couldn’t battle out,” said Uni $750,000 annually.
versity of Wyoming basketball
Brandcnberg said he didn’t feel
coach Jim Brandcnberg in a Kai that Richardson had any discipli
min interview. Richardson was nary or personal problems at
recruited to UM by Brandcn
UM and that his drug problems
berg, who was then a UM assis didn’t begin until after he had
tant coach. He was also head been in New York for one or
coach during Richardson’s final two years.
two seasons at UM.
"He probably had somewhat
Jud Heathcote, Michigan State of an inferiority complex after
head basketball coach and head he got to New York,” he said,
Montana coach when Richardson “and tried to buy friends and
came to UM, declined to talk di prestige. He wasn’t ready for the
rectly to the Kaimin yesterday. money, pressure and fast life he
But a Michigan State spokesper found. He was a little immature
son said Heathcote was “sad that way.” Brandcnberg said he
dened about the ban and had last talked to Richardson about
thought Micheal was on top of two weeks ago.
the world after signing his new
Richardson was drafted by the
contract.”
New York Knicks in the first
Richardson signed
a_____
four-year
_
JH round of the 1978 NBA draft.
contract with the Nets earlier this
Mike Montgomery, UM head
season that is reportedly worth coach and an assistant under

Brandcnberg, agreed with Bran
denberg that Richardson’s drug
problem probably started after
his arrival in New York. “Mike
was careful and actually took
fairly good care of himself here
because of basketball,” he said.
Montgomery said Richardson’s
road back to the NBA could be
a difficult one. “He needs some
thing to believe in," he said.
“He’s not going to have the
guidance he’s had, or the carrot
in front of him like the NBA
was, and it's going to be a tough
road to hoe."
Richardson, who Stern said
was tested Monday night, is the
second NBA player banned from
the league since its drug agree
ment with the union started in
January 1984. John Drew of the
See ‘Richardson,’ page 8.

Budget forum
By Tamara Mohawk
Kdmin Rtportsf

Members of several ASUM groups and some Central Board mem
bers discussed last night how they think CB should allocate money
to those groups for next year.
Final budgeting for ASUM, which in the past has lasted into the
early morning hours, begins tonight at 6 in the University Center
Mount Sentinel Rooms.
Last night’s forum was sponsored by the Student Action Center.
It was organized so members of student groups could voice their
“priorities and concerns” about budget cuts they would face if CB
followed the ASUM Executive Committee budget recommendation
made earlier this month, SAC Director Shaun Egan said.
"1 think we’ve learned other people’s perspectives,” Egan said
near the end of the meeting, which was attended by about 50 peo
ple.
ASUM has about $431,000 to dole out for next year, but 59 stu
dent groups have requested a total of more than $673,500.
SU„ pkolo by Tim Kmart
The executive committee’s recommendation called for no funding Rod brad, junior in computer science, signs a petition calling for the resignation of ASUM President
for 12 groups and minimal funding for several others. Only four
Mercer. Steve Smith (left) and John Zelazny are circulating the petition. Smith said he expects to
See ‘Budget,’ page g. have 35# signatures by today.

■i

UM student’s petitions challenge student government
Petition calls for clarification of budgeting
By Christopher Ranslck

schedules and guidelines. It is unclear
Katenin Rapwter
who has ultimate authority to construct
University of Montana student Steve the budget for each academic year.
Smith is circulating a petition that asks
Smith, a junior in wildlife biology and
CB to clarify ASUM’s budgeting process editor of SAC’s magazine, Clark Fork
bylaws, which he says are confusing and Currents, said the petition asks CB to
raise questions about who has authority clarify Division Hl, Article I of the by
to create and approve academic budgets.
laws, and to allow students to vote, via a
The bylaws require both outgoing and referendum, on whether incoming or out
inraminf presidents to construct budget going presidents will establish budgets for
proposals, but according to different upcoming academic years.
Smith said the confusion was caused by
former ASUM President Marquette
McRac-Zook, who changed the bylaws
on Oct. 14. 1982. McRae Zook trans
Voting booths for the ASUM presi
ferred budget making power from incom
dential primaries and the MontPIRG
ing presidents to outgoing presidents, bul
referendum will be open today in the
failed to remove from the bylaws out
University Center Mall from 8:30 a.m.
moded sections that contradict the new
to 4:30 p.m.
See ‘Petition,’ page 8.

Vote today

Smith pressures Mercer to resign
By Mike Dawson

body on this campus.”
The petition also charges Mercer with
A petition circulated by Steve Smith, a initiating "procedures within the ASUM
University of Montana student, calling
government which are not in accordance
for the resignation of ASUM President with the established ASUM bylaws.” It
Bill Mercer before the end of his term also requests a special referendum in
this quarter is “really just a pressure at which the students can vote to rework
tack” intended to put a “black mark on the budgeting procedure.
his resume,” Smith said yesterday.
The petition must be signed by 5 per
Mercer said in an interview yesterday cent of the student* — about 350 full
that the petition was started by people time students — to get a referendum on
who arc unhappy with the executive com the ballot. For a referendum to pass, two
mittee’s budget recommendation. “I thirds of 25 percent of the students must
know I uphold the Constitution,” he approve it.
said.
CB will not be able to vote on the issue
The petition asks for a Central Board until next Wednesday at the earliest,
resolution or referendum calling for Mer Mercer said.
cer’s immediate “resignation on the
Smith, junior in wildlife biology and
grounds that he has not fairly and com editor of the Student Action Center pubpetently represented the entire student
See ‘Mercer,’ page 8,
Ktemfai Reporter

0einion
Mercer and Pigeons: defecation on campus
The University of Montana is at war.
War against defecation on campus, the
literal kind produced by pigeons and the
figurative kind produced by ASUM
President Bill Mercer.

Ediitorial
But there is a definitive difference be
tween pigeons’ defecation and Mercer’s.
To defecate means to free from impuri
ties or corruption. Pigeons certainly defe
cate to rid themselves of impurities. Mer
cer just makes a mess.
Though the results differ, it appears
both lack control and think nothing

about defecating on people.
But these disgusting habits have not
gone unchallenged. Complaints were filed
against the pigeons roosting on top of
Rankin Hall because their droppings cre
ated a dangerously slippery entrance on
which pedestrians could fall and be hurt.
Complaints have also been filed against

Mercer, whose defecation has already
hurt some people and will hurt many
more if it continues to go unchecked.
Petitions have been circulating on cam
pus calling for Mercer’s resignation, for
Central Board to clarify the budgeting
process Mercer has been accused of cor
rupting and for CB to reject Mercer’s
budget recommendations to drastically
cut or eliminate certain ASUM groups.
The Kaimin filed a complaint with the
Financial Aids Office against Mercer’s il
legal tampering with student employee
salaries.
Although the pigeons' damage to UM
is restricted to the window sills, walls and
walkways of buildings, Mercer’s damage
affects the entire university community.
Mercer has been caught violating
ASUM’s bylaws, the ASUM Constitution
and Robert’s Rules of Order. He has vio
lated rules governing CB appointments,
fiscal policy, budgeting and group fund
ing.
He says the rules are “archaic.” So he
either changes them to suit his purpose
or he ignores them.

The pigeons have paid a price for their
atrocious behavior. Mercer must pay for
his.
Ken Read, UM Student Health Service
sanitarian, controls the pigeons by
boobytrapping UM buildings with poi
sonous perches. Rid-A-Bird perches con
tain a chemical that kills the pigeons
after it is absorbed through their feet.
Read says that killing the birds is com
pletely legal according to state pest con
trol laws.
UM tried trapping the birds and alter
ing the buildings to prevent roosting. But
the efforts were futile. The pigeon prob
lem continued to increase.
A pest control specialist from the Mon
tana Department of Agriculture con
firmed Read’s belief that nonlethal
methods of pest control are usually inef
fective.
The pigeons become habituated to the
nonlethal method or they just move to
another site where the problem is perpe
tuated, the specialist said.
So locking Mercer in his office, remov
ing his phone, hiding his gavel, stealing

his desk and chair or boarding the en
trance to ASUM headquarters probably
won’t solve the problem.
The only solution could be Rid-A-Bill,
a device similar to Rid-A-Bird, which is
safe for humans and the environment but
eliminates pests.
Rid-A-Bill perches could be installed
wherever Mercer’s political posturing oc
curs, including the ASUM office,
ASUM’s conference room and the UM
administration offices.
Extra perches should be placed at each
CB and ASUM committee meeting.
Rid-A-Bill-soaked
budget
requests,
Center for Public Policy registration
forms and ASUM paychecks could be
planted in Mercer’s office.
The possibilities are endless.
But regardless of what pest control
method is used, one thing is certain
Mercer has gotten away with too much
defecation already. It’s time Mercer was
controlled.

Faith Conroy

Point of Order

The Student Aid Story
Every year since taking office, the Rea
gan administration has proposed deep cuts
in federal aid to college students.
Congress has been able to forestall many
of the cuts, but still the Congressional Re
search Service reports that federal aid per
student decreased 20 percent between 1981
and 1984, from $2,295 to $1,834. (All dol
lar figures in this column are shown in
constant 1984 dollars, i.e. adjusted for in
flation.) The percentage of the federal
budget devoted to student financial aid
dropped from 0.9 percent in 1981 to 0.8
percent in 1984. This does not include the
effects of eliminating Social Security sur
vivors benefits for college students during
this period.
Meanwhile, the cost of going to a public
university — like UM — increased by 13.5
percent from 1981 to 1984.
Why was aid to college students cut at a
time when costs were increasing? Argu
ments are often couched in terms of
reducing federal spending, but the funda
mental reason is that the right-wing op
poses the goals of student aid.
Student aid, according to the Congres
sional Research Service, was established to
increase access to higher education for stu
dents from low-income families, to pro
vide students from disadvantaged back
grounds with the power of choice in selec
ting colleges and programs of study, and
to provide limited assistance to students
from moderate-income families who need
help meeting the costs of college. The
dream of extending the opportunity for a
higher education to all Americans has be
come a reality since the Higher Education
Act of 1965.
For example, only 38 percent of college

students were female in 1963. In 1982,
women made up 51 percent of college stu
dents, more representative of the entire

population.
But, student aid is welfare, screech the
critics. Golly, what would the founding
fathers think? (Not realizing, perhaps, that
federal aid to education — under a provi
sion of the Northwest Ordinance that set
aside a section of land for public educa
tion in each township in new territories —
predates the Constitution.)
Also, federal grants to students made up
only 48 percent of student aid in fiscal
1985. The other 52 percent came in the
form of loans and work-study programs.
Moreover, even for the neediest students,
Pell grant awards are limited to 60 percent
of college costs or $2,100, whichever is

less.
The “welfare” argument also ignores
the fact that substantial benefits accrue to
society, as well as to the individual stu
dent, when government helps students ob
tain college education. The most impor
tant societal benefits, such as the value of
an educated citizenry in a democracy, are
difficult to quantify but nonetheless real.
But there are still a number of benefits
to society that can be measured. These
are:
•Increased government revenues (accord
ing to the Census Bureau, an undergradu
ate degree increases lifetime earnings by 25
percent; a graduate degree by 31 percent).
•Increased productivity (economists Ed
ward Denison and John Hendricks attrib
ute substantial economic growth and pro
ductivity gains to higher education
throughout U.S. history).
•Decreased unemployment (the unemploy-

Bill Thomas
ment rate for college grads was 2.7 percent
in March 1984, while the overall unem
ployment rate hovered at 7 percent).
•Lower crime rates, better health, more
community and political involvement, and
a better quality of life — in terms of
health and educational attainment — for
children have also been attributed to high
er education
There is also good evidence to suggest
that aid to higher education should be
thought of more as an investment, rather
than an aid program. Every dollar spent
on education returns six dollars in added
Gross National Product. Economists Gary
Becker and Elchanan Gohn have even
computed rates of return for a higher edu
cation and find them generally higher than
for other available investments. Econo
mists Randall and Lora Holcombe report
a 15 percent rate of return to the govern
ment in increased tax revenues as a direct
result of federal financial aid.
On a reasoned basis, student aid makes
good sense. So, perhaps the opposition of
the right-wing shouldn’t surprise us.

By Ross Best

Central Board has a budgeting
policy in violation of the ASUM
bylaws.
The bylaws state: “An inde
pendent budgeting session shall
be held in May for the purpose
of allocating the summer student
activity fee.
“During the month of April,
Central Board shall accept lineitemized budget requests from
groups that directly benefit the
summer student.
“The ASUM President will
draw up an executive budget,
following as closely as possible
the same procedures outlined for
Winter Quarter budgeting. Cen
tral Board will act upon the ex
ecutive budget and make final
summer allocations by May 20.”
The fiscal policy, passed in
November, says “Budgeting for

the entire fiscal year will be ac
complished during Winter Quar
ter. Requests for summer session
monies must be included and
specifically designated within the
fiscal year request."
Nothing in the fiscal policy
overrides the bylaws. Indeed, no
action of Central Board short of
actual amendment of the bylaws
can take precedence over the by

laws. The bylaws should govern.
Published every Tuesday. Wednesday. Thursday
and Friday of the school year by the Associated

Students ol the University of Montana. The UM

School ol Journalism uses the MoofanaKsriwi for
practice courses but assumes no control over

policy or content The opinions expressed on the

Bill Thomas is a graduate in public
administration.

editorial page do not necessarily reflect the *w»
ol ASUM, the state or the unwersey adminislralion Subscription rates: $12 a quarter. $32 per
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"Opinion
Support WSIC

Jenni, zoology; James Bu
chanan, religious studies; Joel
Meier, forestry; Hans Zuuring,
forestry; Don Beduna, forestry;
Randy Bolton, drama; Ron Er
ickson, EVST; Vicki Watson,
botany; R. Fritz-Sheridan, bota
ny; David Bikterback, botany;
Meyer Chessin, botany; Stephen
Donnell, art; Bob Deaton, social
work; Stewart Alien, forestry;
Ron Wakimoto, forestry; Bob
Ream, forestry; Les Pengelly,
emeritus prof,
of wildlife;
Charles Jonkd, forestry; Daniel
Pletscher, forestry; E. Earl Wil
lard, forestry; Lee Metzgar, di
rector-wildlife
biology;
Les
Marcum,
forestry;
Thomas
Birch, philosophy; Richmond L.
Clow, Native American studies;
Dexter M. Roberts, English;
Roger Dunsmore, humanities;
Kenneth Brett, foreign language;
Alan G. McQuillan, forestry

EDITOR: We the undersigned
faculty of the University of
Montana strongly support the
student group affiliated with the
Wilderness Institute, called the
Wilderness Studies and Informa
tion Center (WSIC). We feel that
the WSIC serves an important
function in providing our stu
dents with unique opportunities
to participate in many different
projects and programs. They are
often the first opportunity many
students have to gain hands-on
experience in the realm of wild
land management. That experi
ence in conjunction with aca
demic work can and docs be
come the first step to a success
ful career.
WSIC provides students not
directly involved in the organiza
tion with excellent services. Our
students use the information cen
ter, they use field studies reports,
EDITOR: We would like to
they participate in conferences
encourage students to take a few
and attend lectures, all spon
minutes this week and next week
sored by WSIC. This is a student
to vote in the ASUM primary
organization that has attained a
and general elections, and to
national reputation for excel
vote on the MontPIRG referen
lence, and adds an important di
dum.
mension to the activities and ser
The primary election on Wed
vices available to students. The
nesday, Feb. 26, will determine
Associated Students of the Uni
the ASUM presidential and vice
versity of Montana, to their
presidential candidates for the
credit, have supported and
general election to be held March
funded WSIC activities and ser
5-6. The general election will
vices for the last 12 years. This
also determine
the vcmrai
Central Doara
Board
____
u j .____ j ••
“ciciiiimc me
year he budge! reeommendahon members wlw wj„

Vote

« '• 7“"' °f
budgel allocation. WSIC cannot
survive such a drastic budget cut,
frnm <io bbs ,« ti «b
from 519,888 to $3,678
Wc urge students to contact
ASUM Central Board members,
and express their concern about
thc elimination of a student
group that has consistently
aa^a__
r
•
provided so many fine services
„.
.
.
and opportunities to students
her, on campus. Wc respectfully
request IhM ASUM nrm.,1

spring quarter.
TWs ,„L
wi||
•/ .
,
<■
thc opportunity to vote on a ref
erendum concerning funding for
the Montana Public Interest Re
search Group, MontPIRG. The
referendum proposes that Mont
PIRG contract with ASUM to

collect an optional $2 quarterly
„ . ,
.
,
. 7
»«• *n order for the referendum
■>»____ _
j
°[lhe slud“'
S?..?"1-"*
.

Board reject ihe executive recom- \ .,
h 'J
.
.•
j r full,
u r fund
, .ihe „rou
will be abledto vote
m ndanon
and
tamdum
lhjjon the'

Wilderness Studies and Inform.. p0„s wi|,

localed

,he Unj.

™,cr-

versity Center, with one polling
nJ »
?
P,acc ro,atin* amon«
geography. David H. Jackson, buildings. Polls for the ASUM
fotatUy, Ray L. Hart, chairman- elections will be in the University
religious studies; J.W. Flanagan, Center only
religious studies; WUliam Pitt
th,,, |eller 1S no, intendcd (0
Root, English; T.A. Foor, an
thropology; H. Duane Hampton,
history; Ray Lanfear, philoso
phy; Robert Peterson, history;
Lois Welch, English; Phillip
Fandozzi,
humanities;
R.L.
Hutto,
zoology;
Paul
A,
Dietrich, religious studies; D.A.

ion

EH

support any particular candidates
for ASUM positions, or to sup
port a particular side in the
MontPIRG funding issue. We
only want to encourage you to
become informed about the can
didates and the issues, and then
vote.
Lorecn Leonard
Gordy Pace
UM Advocate coordinators

more receptive, it was decided
the fee should be collected
through an arms length contract
with ASUM, instead of President
Bucklew, as it has been. It would
remain waivable/refusable (some
call negative checkoff) but
change the collection agent.
The referendum is to show
student support. Then thc stu
dents must again ask the Board
of Regents for approval. The
final decision is up to thc Re
gents, but with strong student
EDITOR: This letter is in re
support, they might listen this
sponse to some confusion I’ve
time.
noticed in students* perception
It is important to vote in the
of the MontPIRG fee recently
referendum this week since
while petitioning. Being a mem
many fellow students have
ber of MontPIRG’s board of di
worked hard for years to estab
rectors, I can only speak for
lish a solid basis for MontPIRG
myself and my understanding of
to exist. The continued fight for
what the group intends to ac
existence takes valuable student
complish.
time that could otherwise be
The current fee system is a
used addressing student needs. I
waivable/refundable fee in which
urge you to support the Optional
students can either waive at pre
Fee and MontPIRG as a student
registration or request a refund
voice vehicle on the basis that
at any time during the quarter.
MontPIRG needs a stable fund
This fee has been changed to a
ing mechanism to survive and
donation system (some call posi
offer students the equipment, en
tive checkoff) by the Board of
vironment, and opportunity to
Regents of Higher Education be
research, communicate and pub
ginning Fall Quarter 1986.
lish student work.
The donation system has
R. Craig Swank
proven to be a failure through
Senior, economics
out the country. All available
data shows a collection rate of 4
percent to 20 percent for schools
using a donation system to fund
EDITOR: Dear fellow stu
PIRGs. Evidence shows Mont dents, The MontPIRG referen
PIRG has a much higher level of dum being held this week is not
support on this campus. If a referendum of whether or not
MontPIRG went to the donation we as students support Mont
system the level of educational PIRG. It is a referendum that
value would certainly deteriorate asks us, as students, what is thc
if not be destroyed. A large per fairest method of funding for the
centage of PIRG’s that go on the organization. Should students
donation system are non-existent have to pay the fee unless they
within one year. This is why I say otherwise or should the deci
feel it’s important to maintain a sion whether or not to pay be up
stable funding mechanism that to the individual student?
allows the stability to plan and
What is at stake? Currently,
implement student interests.
MontPIRG (Montana Public In
The stable funding mechanism terest Research Group) collects
MontPIRG is proposing would its money from the students un
continue to offer more equitabil- less they say otherwise. Starting
ity than other imposed fees. The in the fall of 1986, students will
new fee would be optional, let still be able to contribute to
ting students waive/refuse or get MontPIRG if they wish but the
a refund on the fee, unlike the decision will be left up to thc in
$20 mandatory ASUM fee we all dividual student.
MontPIRG

Student voice

Fairest method

pay.
wants the referendum to pass be
In hoping the Regents will be cause they believe that they do

BEYOND 9 TO 5

Village Inn & Restaurant

Lounge—11

a.m.

Open
3501

W. Hwy.

Restaurant—11 a.m.-10 p.m.
7 Days a Week

10—1 Block West ol Reserve on Broadway

GREEK PASTRY SHOP
Authentic Greek Sandwiches

•Open early
•Open late
• Open weekends

Featunng

Double Scorpions & Other Exotic Drinks
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#1 Gyros
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not have enough campus support'
to survive if the decision to pay
is left up to the student.
About one year ago, Mont
PIRG collected 4,000 signatures
on a petition that supported
“optional funding." My diction
ary defines “optional" as being
“left to one’s choice, not man
datory.” The individual student
should decide for himself or her
self. Thc new MontPIRG collec
tion system, scheduled to start in
the fall of 1986, will provide us
with optional funding.
The Board of Regents voted in
March 1985 to change Mont
PIRG’s current funding system
but they did so at the request of
several students. Individual re
gents voiced concerns against
MontPIRG but did not vote
against the organization until
they knew that there was student
opposition to how MontPIRG
was being funded. Thc Board of
Regents did not act in a vacuum
when they made their decision
but they heard representatives
from both sides of the issue.
Present at the meeting were stu
dents in favor of MontPIRG,
students against MontPIRG, and
several students who supported
MontPIRG bud did not like the
way it was being funded.
MontPIRG threatened to close
down if it does not get its way.
Is this a bribe? Either vote with
MontPIRG or suffer the conse
quences? We should not give in
to threats but instead stand up
for our rights. If the current
MontPIRG board of directors
does not want to continue under
optional funding then there are
probably ten other concerned
students that will.
A no vote on the MontPIRG
referendum does not indicate
that you dislike MontPIRG or
thc projects that it is working
on, it simply means that you be
lieve that its funding should be
optional. A no vote means that
you support the individual right
of the student to decide for her
self or himself.
Keith “The GRIZ" Baer
Senior, business management
Former member MontPIRG
board of directors

kinkoT

copies

FREE

Every Tuesday 6 Wednesday
522 South 5th West

(Across From Super Save)

543-6843

531 S. Higgins
728-2679

Piece of Baklava
with each Gyros purchase.

Open

10:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday
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WSIC fights

Kaimin pay dispute to be mediated
that CB violated ASUM by
laws when it voted on the
issue twice, first passing a
motion to leave pay levels in
tact, then defeating the mo

By Adina Lindgren

for more money
By Dan Black
Kaimin Reporter

Students supporting the Wil
derness Studies and Information
Center are making a strong bid
to Central Board members for
ASUM money because ASUM
President Bill Mercer has recom
mended the group receive only
about 15 percent of its original
$24,553 request.

the board in a special lobbying
meeting in which about 80 WSIC
supporters attended, said Purvi
ance.
The petition signed by faculty
members says, “The WSIC
serves an important function in
providing our students with
unique opportunities to partici
pate in many different projects
and programs. WSIC cannot sur
vive such a drastic budget cut,
from $19,888 to $3,678.”

At issue are two classified em
ployee positions that the group
WSIC sponsors lectures, films,
says is needed to collect an esti
mated additional $46,000 in an information center in the for
grants and donations for the estry building and field projects
that gather information concern
group.
ing public wildlands.

Dave Puviance, one of the five
people who make decisions for
the group, said WSIC needs the
positions to correctly apply for
and administer the grants.
But Mercer said Tuesday that
because the group is affiliated
with the Forestry school, faculty
members could sign for grants.
He added that the classified posi
tions are more expensive because
of union contracts.
Purviance said that faculty
members would not monitor the
grants, unless they are closely in
volved with the activity specified
in the grant — something acting
Dean Sidney Frissell said they
will not do.
Last week the student group
gave petitions signed by about
1,000 students and 44 faculty
members to CB supporting the
group’s budget request.
The petitions were presented to

Although
Mercer
recom
mended the group only receive
$3,678, CB members will decide
how much money the group will
get when they meet for a special
budgeting
session
tonight.
Budgets for the other 58 groups
will also be decided.

WSIC was created 12 years
ago and according to group
members has produced more
than 75 reports, 125 workshops,
seminars and various types of
programs on wildland issues.
The group also boasts having the
most complete library on wilder
ness in the nation.

MONTANA KAIMIN

EXPRESSING 88 YEARS

OF EDITORIAL FREEDOM

Kaimin Raportar

University of Montana Stu
dent Employment Coordina
tor David Wolverton will ar
bitrate with Montana Kaimin
representatives and ASUM
President Bill Mercer to settle
Kaimin pay equality differ

tion.
Robert’s Rules of Order,
which governs CB meetings,
state that a motion for recon
sideration must be passed be
fore a motion may be consid
ered twice. The minutes for
the meeting reflect no such re

ences Mar. 5.
The meeting is in response
to Kaimin News Editor Faith
Conroy’s complaint to the Fi
nancial Aids Office last week
asking that the office take ac
tion to reinstate former Kai
min pay levels to those estab
lished last spring.
The complaint
followed
Central Board’s decision last
December to cut all Kaimin
position pay levels anywhere
from $10 to $65.
Conroy said CB’s decision
reneged on its decision last
spring to increase pay levds.
Conroy said in her letter

consideration.
Conroy said, “People at
this paper are not getting paid
equally for work, and that vi
olates federal law. Besides
being illegal, what they did is

unfair.”
Because employees signed
contracts at the beginning of
the year, staff members who
remained in the same position
were not affected. However,
the pay cut affected all new
employees and employees who

changed positions.
Ten of the 26 Kaimin em
ployees received pay cuts be
cause of the decision. Four of
the 10 employees are being
paid less than co-workers for
performing the same duties at
the same number of hours.
Conroy is one of those who is
payed unequally. She is paid
$290 per month while the
other news editor receives
$350.
“We tried going to CB
twice” Conroy said, “and
they did not correct the situa
tion, so we had to go to Fi
nancial Aid. Actually Finan
cial Aid has the authority
over student pay, not CB and
not ASUM.”
Kinsley was unavailable to
comment on what action may
be taken. Wolverton was una
ble to comment on the issue.

UM student is named semi-finalist
in Truman Scholarship competition
By Adina Lindgren
Ktfmln Reporter

Elizabeth Russell, University
of Montana sophomore from
Great Falls majoring in history/

political science and German,
was recently named a semi-final
ist in the Truman Scholarship
competition.
Russell, an honors student,
was selected over 20 other appli
cants and will be interviewed to
morrow in Seattle by the scholar
ship’s regional committee.
She is now competing against
three other Montana students for
the scholarship and will be noti

5SM

fied in April whether she receives
the scholarship.
The $20,000, four-year Harry
S.
Truman
Scholarship
is
awarded yearly to 105 college
juniors who show academic ex
cellence, leadership potential and
commitment to a career in gov
ernment.
Russell is assistant director for
UM’s Model United Nations and
a UM advocate. She was chair
woman of the Model UN’s Inter
national Court of Justice earlier
this year and has been a Spur. awarded the National Council of
Russell was a National Merit Teachers of English Achievement
Scholar, and in 1983 was Award in Writing.
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Sports clubs protest ASUM budget cuts
’
By Ken Pekoe

Representatives from five of the eight
University of Montana sports clubs slated
not to receive ASUM funding for the
next academic year in the executive
budget recommendation protested the
recommendation Monday in the Univer

sity Center.
Speaking to about 40 people, Chip
Collard, representing the hockey club.
Garrison Wyse, representing men’s
rugby,
Shawn
Glen,
representing
women's rugby and Kurt Higgins, repre
senting the Alpine and Nordic ski clubs,
said they are upset and expect some type
of funding.
No baseball, rodeo or karate dub
members spoke. These groups also re
ceived no funding in the recommenda
tion.
.
(Editor’s noic: In a Tuesday night
meeting Bill Mercer said the executive
committee
budget
recommendation
would be rev.scd to include sports
groups. See 'Budget forum,’ page 1.)

The only sports group to be funded by
the recommendation was the Silvertip
Skydivers, which received $2,783.
After the representatives spoke, Central
Board member Scott Tempel told the

__
.
.•
group that CB members are working on
a proposal that would give the eight
clubs about $12,000 for travel, dues and
entry fees.
The proposal will be debated at to
night’s CB meeting.
Keeping social options available for
students and drawing interest from outof-state students were the main argu

ments posed by the speakers.
Wyse said after the rally that the possi
bility of sports clubs not being funded
was “a contradiction of the whole uni
versity system.”
He said the “system” is a combination
of both academic and social endeavors
students benefit from in a university at
mosphere. “Academics is what we are
here for first,” he said, “but we are also
here to grow. Sports dubs are definitely
a learning experience.”
On behalf of each UM sport group,
Glen said, “We are ambassadors for UM
throughout the Northwest.”
After the rally she added, “We’re at
tracting students to UM, and that’s im
portant with declining enrollment.” Wyse
added, “I’m sure hockey and rugby at
tract a lot of Canadian students.” He
said of about 35 male rugby players, only

five or ten are from Montana

u:
i
Higgins
said only three of>k^
the i£16 al
Al
pine members are from Montana. Col
lard said a key reason he came to UM
from Michigan was because of the op
portunity to play hockey.
Collard also emphasized an at-home
commitment for the hockey team.
He said most of the club’s money from
the 1985-86 budget was put into rebuild
ing the skating rink at Playfair Park.
This was a joint effort with the City of

Missoula, he said.
Io comparison to how much other
schools fund their ski teams, Higgins said
the money requested by the UM Alpine
and Nordic teams wasn’t “too much to

ask for.”
The Alpine team originally requested
$2,767.50 and the Nordic team asked for
$2,276.50. Since then, the teams have
lowered requests to cover travel and dues

Diirino
Duringthe
therally.
rally,Wvse
Wysedemanded
demandedtilthat
$2,100 in student activity fees paid to the
University go to the rugby dub. He said
because the club has 35 members and
each pays the $20 per-quarter student ac
tivity fee, the $2,100 should support his
team.
After the meeting, Higgins made the
same request, saying the ski teams, which
have a membership of 40, would be owed
$2,400.
When asked where cuts should be
made to fund the sports groups, Glen
said, "Try the yearbook, or the Silvertip
Skydivers.”
Wyse suggested that the ASUM admin
istration budget be cut. “Hell, I’m ask
ing for $2,000,” he said. “They're asking

for $52,000.”
The accounting portion of ASUM’s
budget request was $52,741.39 while the
ASUM
administration
asked
for

to $2,025 per team.
According to Dan Brelsford, ski coach $53,597.82.
Wyse also spoke of a precedent that
at Montana State University, his program
is funded through the athletic department would be set if the recommendation not
and will receive $25,000 in 1986-87. This to fund the groups was passed by CB.
season the team was given $97,000, cover “There would be no sports dubs in the
future,” he said.
ing salaries and operation expenses.
Central Board will decide the final
Wyse said, “We don’t want to pick on
any groups that have received money. budget for the next academic year to
We just feel we should be funded.”
night.

$150 campaign limit unfair, CB member says
By Brian Justice

The ASUM elections commit
tee established a $150 per party
campaign spending limit at the
elections committee meeting two
weeks ago and Central Board
member Margaret Miller claims
the commmittee’s decision was
"unfair.”
Miller said yesterday the com
mittee established the limit to de
crease the chances of a CB domi
nance by the 17 member FAIR
— Fair, Active, Interested, Rep
resentation party.

She added that the decision
came after the elections commit
tee counted the CB applications
and found the FAIR party has
more members than the two
competing parties.
The other parties are:
•Students Involved in Govern
ment with nine members.
•Students Toward Active Repre
sentation with six members.
If the committee made the de
cision before the totals had been
counted, the situation would be
different, Miller said, but “they

CPP’s status defended
the form and needs to collect
more signatures.
The procedure that made the
Quick said there are “about 10
Center for Public Policy eligible people interested in joining
for ASUM funding was not unu CPP,” and as soon as he gels
sual even though the rules for their signatures on the form, he
group registration were not fol will submit it to Mercer.
lowed, ASUM President Bill
ASUM rules require groups to
Mercer said Tuesday.
have a faculty adviser.
The ASUM Executive Commit
When contacted at work Mon
tee’s budget recommendation al day night, Quick would not
located almost $15,000 to the name CPP’s adviser, but Tues
center that would replace the day he said that Manuel Macha
Student Action Center and the do, professor of history, had
Student Legislative Action.
signed the registration form two
ASUM rules require new lo three weeks ago. Machado
groups to submit a completed could not be reached for com
registration form along with a ment.
group constitution.
ASUM rules also require new
The CPP has not yet turned in groups to register only during
the registration form and has no Fall Quarter.
CPP was approved during
constitution.
Mercer said “a huge majority” Winter Quarter and Mercer said
of ASUM groups have no con that this was again a case of fol
stitution despite that one is re lowing “operating procedure”
quired by the ASUM rules.
instead of the written ASUM
He called the rules “archaic” rules.
and said ASUM’s operating pro
SAC Director Shaun Egan
cedures “do not always go by criticized CPP’s approval and
what the structure says,”
said the group should not be of
Although the ASUM office ficially recognized because no
does not have the CPP’s reg constitution was submitted and
istration form on file, the
the registration form has not
center's chief officer, Geoff been turned in to the ASUM of
Quick, said Tuesday that he has fice.

came up with this after the
fact.” The committee’s decision
was “aimed at one specific
group,” Miller added.
“I question the validity of
this,” Miller said, adding that
the decision violates bylaws in
the ASUM constitution.
“She’s wrong,” said Joe
Boyer, elections committee chair
man. “If she wants to contest it,
let her contest it.”
Boyer said the ASUM Con
stitution states “the elections
committee shall hold, monitor
and arrange the yearly elec-

“1 think it was handled more petitive election,” he said.
When asked if the committee’s
than fairly,” he said.
Miller said the committee’s de decision would slant the election
cision favors parties with fewer in favor of the smaller parties,
members because the $150 limit Boyer replied, “Oh definitely
will purchase more posters and not.” However, he said the
advertising per member. She FAIR party would be “at a dis
added that $150 is not enough advantage but not that much.”
for the FAIR party to adequately
He said he was elected to CB
last year while running on a
campaign.
Boyer said if the party were on “successful” 13—member party
a $70-per-member limit, it could that spent about $130 for the
dominate the elections because it campaign.
“I don’t feel there’s any need
could spend twice as much as the
to spend more than $150," he
other parties for advertising.”
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-Op- inion
Bye Bill

tive committee’s proposals that
seemed to lack consideration for
the history and importance of
certain groups, as well as student
interest and support. I came to
realize, while talking with Bill
Mercer earlier this quarter, that
he apparently had no intentions
of supporting any group budget
that he himself had no interest
in. Maybe Bill thinks that as an
individual his interests represent
the entire student body and that
anyone who disagrees doesn’t
know what’s good for them.
There is currently a petition
being circulated that calls for Bill
Mercer’s resignation and to have
the budget procedures redone. I
signed it after considering budget
proposal and after sensing where
our president’s real priorities lie.
Maybe you should too. Maybe
this will encourage CB to wake
up and do their job.
Well, bye Bill, good luck in
the Senate.
Bob Yetter
Sophomore, liberal arts

EDITOR: I was amazed at the
apparent inconsideration of some
of the Central Board members
during the formal lobbying ses
sion last Thursday. Instead of
listening attentively to groups
sincerely pleading their cause,
many of the Board members
showed how actual student rep
resentation came second to per
sonal self-indulgence. A good
number of the board members,
when they finally arrived, were
too busy eating, reading, passing
notes, or whispering and giggling
among each other to pay much
attention to the speakers. 1 was
present in support of three dif
ferent groups and spent about 50
minutes in the sessions. I felt at
times like I was back in high
school instead of in the company
of those whose ambitions may
one day take them to places of
power and great responsibility. I
do, however, thank those who
appeared to be sincerely con
cerned.
While talking to board mem
bers over the phone this week
EDITOR: In response to Brad
end, 1 found that some of them ley Burt’s column on the 20th of
couldn’t understand the execu- February, I have these com
ments. Where is it that you got
your information? Are we living
in the same country?
I was also at the speech which
Representative Pat Williams gave
in the Mt. Sentinel room con
cerning the Gramm-Rudmann
budget cuts. Mr. Williams did an

Big axe

Tils

excellent job of presenting the
facts which show that the Ron
ald Reagan spending program
(One trillion dollars on military
spending alone) is one of the, if
not the largest ever. His deficit
spending
certainly
is.
Our
present budget crisis can hardly
be attributed to the Democratic
Party. What’s the problem Brad
ley? Perhaps it ws too painful to
see your favorite cowboy hero
take a beating in public, with the
TV cameras rolling.
The scariest part of this budget
cut program is the fact that edu
cational and social programs are
getting the big axe. We are in the
process of reducing the quality
and diversity of our own culture
so that we can build MX missiles
and the Star Wars offense pro
gram.
You claim that those on finan
cial aid programs at the schools
are “junkies” mooching off of
the Feds. Don’t forget that the
money in the treasury is ours.
We paid the taxes and many of
us wish to see our tax dollars in
vested in the people of our coun
try. Financial aid programs allow
many people the opportunity to
obtain an education that they
otherwise might not get. The re
turn to our country of having a
better educated citizenry far out
weighs the initial investment.
This trend of cutting away at
social and educational programs
first is permeating every corner
of our society. The recent tactics
of our own student government

MontanaRepertoryTheatre

W5J

1986 Season

auco. io mis. me executive rec

ommendations of the Central
Board are appalling. It is no
mere coincidence that the pro
grams and groups thought of
traditionally as liberal were un
mercifully cut. In particular the
assault on the Wilderness Studies
Information Center is unfair, not
to mention unrepresentative of
the student body desires. I spoke
recently with ASUM President
Bill Mercer on the subject of the
budget cuts. One of his com
ments was, “It is not my job to
solicit the opinions of students
on this campus. I am not going
to do it. I don’t have time for
that. I’m taking 21 credits.” Too
bad Bill. Should have thought
about all that when you ran for
the office. Taxation without rep
resentation? You bet it is and we
are tired of it. I urge people to
sign the petition circulating on
campus for Mr. Mercer’s re
moval from office.
Another monster on the hori
zon is the proposed state budget
cuts. Again, education gets the
axe. University President Neil
Bucklew states that some degree
programs will probably be elimi
nated. Natural resource majors
lookout! These types of disci
plines will undoubtedly be the
ones to be cut. Isn’t it nice to
know that the types of programs
that this school is famous for are
the ones to be destroyed? Wake
up folks. Your meal ticket is
being punched but you aren’t
getting the meal.
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And for you Bradley, this
much credit is due. At least you
aren’t a closet Nazi, you have
been goose-stepping right across
the pages of the Kaimin
Michael G. Bader
Sophomore, recreation manage
ment

Kaimin budget
EDITOR: Loyalty to the Kai
min built up over more than 30
years as Kaimin adviser requires
that I volunteer some comments
regarding the Kaimin budget.
What I have to offer reflects
concern for both the newspaper
and for student government.
The Kaimin’s legal position as
a newspaper (as opposed to a
shopper’s guide or other free dis
tribution publication) would be
threatened by withdrawal of
ASUM funds that are the equiv
alent of paid circulation or sub
scription income. It would cease
to be a newspaper with an estab
lished source of circulation reve
nue. Its Second Class Permit re
quires that it be “paid for.”
I am quite certain that adver
tisers would view denial of
funds, or even token appropria
tion, as rejection and would in
time cease to use the Kaimin to
reach their student market. A
newspaper is a good advertising
medium only so long as it has
“quality” circulation. An ad is
only so much ink on a bit of
newsprint unless the paper is
something of value.
A publication that ceased to
have circulation income would
be difficult to sell to a national
advertiser, as is done by an east

ern advertising agency and the
Kaimin’s national advertising
representative. National advertis
ers want a student market served
by circulation that students buy
in some fashion.
I have long been proud of the
Kaimin for its support of student
government, often at some risk
of administrative and legislative
displeasure. And 1 have similarly
been proud of Central Board for
recognizing its unusual position
as both publisher and govern
ment. The University continues
to be great when it provides the
environment for open exchange
of approval and disapproval. A
financially strong student publi
cation is vital to a university
community. An impoverished or
beggarly newspaper can be timid
and even injurious.
I know of no large college or
university student publication in
the West that does not have a
publications adviser or adult
consultant/manager.
Publica
tions costs and equipment invest
ments have become so high that
survival requires some continu
ity. And student governments
that bear or share the costs sus
tain the most successful publica
tions.
Ed Dugan
Professor Emeritus and former

Kaimin adviser
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CB committee wants news specified

Budget

By James Conwell

Continued from page 1.

groups

would be fully funded.

Debate last night centered on
the importance of and student
support for various groups and
whether CB should make similar
cuts from the budget requests of
all groups or prioritize groups
and allocate money accordingly.
Egan said equal, across the
board cuts is one alternative to
Mercer’s recommendation that
should be explored, but said that
such cuts would hamper some
groups more than others.
CB member and SAC volun
teer Terry Schoenen said “You
need to prioritize. You can’t just
go for quantity and not qual
ity.”
Also during the meeting,
ASUM President Bill Mercer

Richardson

said the executive committee will
Kaimin Reporter
reverse its recommendation that
A Central Board ad hoc com
CB not fund eight sports clubs.
mittee decided Tuesday to rec
“There will be money in the
ommend to the ASUM Constitu
executive recommendation to
tional Review Board (CRB) that
provide for travel for sports
the Publications Board “may,
groups,” he said.
upon review, specify areas of
But he would not specify how
news concentration for any
much he thinks the groups
ASUM publication.”
should receive or from where in
In a three to one vote, the
the executive recommendation
committee decided upon this rec
the money would be transferred.
ommendation, along with other
Students also debated whether
recommendations that alter the
CB should fund the yearbook
wording of the guidelines for the
next year.
Publications Board.
The executive committee rec
The recommendations will go
ommended that the yearbook
before the CRB for approval or
committee
be
given
about
disapproval as additions to a
$17,000.
revised constitution.
Several students said the Wil
Other recommendations were
derness Studies Information Cen
made that would alter the way
ter and the Environmental Stud
the Publications Board selects its
ies Advocates should be funded
members and chairperson, as
for more money than recom
well as alter the board’s rules for
mended by the executive commit
meetings and deciding issues.
tee.
However, the recommenda
If CB follows the executive
tions concerning the board’s
committee recommendation both
functions and authority over
groups would receive less than 15
ASUM publications drew the
percent of the amount they re
most discussion among the com
quested from ASUM.
mittee and audience.
Several students also voiced
Carol Van Valkenburg, Mon
their concerns over proposed
tana Kaimin faculty adviser, said
budget cuts for the Women’s Re
after the committee’s meeting
source Center, ASUM Child
that the recommendation “tries
Care, the Student Action Center
to substitute the expertise of thc
and the Montana Kaimin.

Continued from page 1.
Utah Jazz was kicked out of the
league last month for a similar
infraction.
Under the union agreement, a
player is given two chances for
rehabilitation before the auto
matic, permanent suspension
takes effect. The agreement also
provides for an amnesty program
under which drug problems that
occurred before 1984 were excus
ed.
Early last month, when Rich
ardson tested positive for drug
use after a five-day disappear
ance, the league ruled that it Continued from page 1.
constituted his second violation, system, he said.
although he had twice previously
The result is bylaws that re
undergone treatment.
quire the outgoing president to
Later last month, Richardson prepare and submit a budget re
failed to appear for a doctor’s port to the incoming president
appointment for treatment for and to offer a budget proposal
the flu. When he was tested for to CB. CB must then approve a
drugs on that occasion, the re budget based on the outgoing
sults were negative.
president’s proposal before the
The 30-year-old Richardson new president takes office.
was in his eighth year in an NBA
However, the new president
career that spanned seasons with must also write his own budget
the New York Knicks, Golden proposal, though he is not in
State Warriors and, since Feb. 6, structed in the bylaws to submit
1983, the Nets. He appeared in this proposal for a vote.
47 games this season, averaging
Smith said the outgoing ad
15.7 points.
ministration should not be al-

Petition

Can CtaeRS
Be peace in
HoRtheRn iRcdana?

lowed to construct a budget for
the academic year over which an
other administration will preside.
He said he wants to return
budgeting power to the incoming
president because he objects to
the recent budget proposed by
ASUM President Bill Mercer,
who will leave office at the end
of this quarter.

Mercer
Continued from page 1.
lication Clark Fork Currents,
said he is confident the petition
will be signed by the required
number of students.
“I talk to a lot of people who
are disgruntled and don’t seem

Kaimin editors and staff with a
board that has no expertise.”
The recommendation could
give the board the authority to
make suggestions on things that
are “at the heart of what the
Kaimin does everyday,” Van
Valkenburg said.
Also, the wording of the rec
ommendation is vague, Van Val
kenburg said, when it states the
Publication’s Board may “upon
review, specify areas of news
concentration ....”
“Upon review of what?” Van
Valkenburg said.
John Neuman, the committee
member who proposed this part
of the recommendation, said
after the meeting the phrase
“upon review” means the board
can look over a publication be
fore deciding to make any rec
ommendations.
“It’s not that they’re going to
sit down at every meeting and
review each publication,” Neu
man said. “I don’t think that’s
feasible.”
However, when students have
a complaint about campus cover
age, Neuman said, they will be
able to bring their ideas to the
board.
As an example, Neuman said,
when speaking about the Kai
min, the main “criticism in the

to know what to do about it,”
he said, “and I just want to give
people a forum. We would like
to show CB that people are not
happy with Mercer.”
Smith said he is personally
upset with Mercer because he
doesn’t agree with the executive
committee’s budget recommen
dation that would combine SAC
with the Student Legislative Ac
tion.
Because the executive commit
tee, which consists of Mercer,
Vice President Amy Johnson and
Business Manager Greg Gullick
son, proposed the budget recom
mendation, Mercer said he
doesn’t understand why he is sin
gled out in the petition. Mercer
said of the petition, “It all boils

past is that it didn’t cover this
and it didn’t cover that.”
Ann McKittrick, chairperson
for the ad hoc committee, said
she is' “unhappy with the deci
sion” made by the committee.
“I don’t feel five undergradu
ate people on Central Board are
qualified
to
address
First
Amendment rights and liability
issues,” she said.
McKittrick said her job as
chairperson of the committee
was to “facilitate and participate
in discussion” and she therefore
did not vote.
Committee members Neuman,
Lisa Pouliot and Pete Sullivan
voted in favor of the recommen
dation while Mike Craig voted
against it. Committee member
Margaret Miller was not at the
meeting.
If the CRB approves the rec
ommendations, they will go to
Central Board for approval and
then to University of Montana
administration for final approval
along with the entire proposal
for a revised ASUM Constitu
tion.
If the administration approves
the revised constitution, it will
go before the students as a refer
endum requiring a 25 percent
voter turnout and two-thirds ap
proval for it to pass.

down to people who didn’t get
the money they wanted.”
Smith contends that Mercer at
tacks liberals and liberal groups
politically and fiscally.
However, Mercer said, “Stu
dent government is not designed
to be liberal or conservative,”
and the budget proposal reflects
that.
Smith said he “will be tickled
pink” if the petition leaves a
“black mark” on Mercer’s
resume.
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